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Indeed, the District was carved out of
Maryland and Virginia, but for the 10-
year period of transition the citizens of
the new district did not lose the votes
in the Senate and the House. Only in
1801, when the District became the Na-
tion’s Capital under the Congress of
the United States did we lose Senate
representation and representation in
the House.

Enormous change has occurred in our
city in the 216 years since we became
the Capital. I am a third-generation
Washingtonian. My great-grandfather
was a runaway slave from Virginia, so
my own family has seen 150 years of
those changes. This is no longer a
sleepy Southern city where I went to
segregated schools—segregated by the
Congress of the United States, indeed,
because it had the sole authority to do
it. In fact, today, it is one of the most
cosmopolitan cities in the TUnited
States, a city that people are flocking
to for residence.

Everything about the District of Co-
lumbia has changed except its status
and the status of its residents as sec-
ond class citizens in their own country.
We are sick and tired of being voyeurs
of democracy. That is why the District
of Columbia gave itself budget auton-
omy, although the Congress did appro-
priate a budget. Thank you for noth-
ing. That is why the city voted 85 per-
cent for statehood for itself. The citi-
zens of the District are simply not
going to sit still with the status quo.
They are not going to sit on their sec-
ond class citizenship.

So I come to the floor after we have
brought our petition to the Congress to
become the 5lst State. I come to the
floor the day after I have introduced
the bill to put the Congress on notice:
Be ready. Be ready for a campaign by
the residents of the District of Colum-
bia and our allies throughout the
United States to be treated fairly, or as
Frederick Douglass said, ‘‘not as
aliens.”

We can decide to get rid of this
anomaly as we have so many others
that deprived citizens of the right to
vote, whether they were slaves or
women. We have gotten rid of those.
Statehood does not require a constitu-
tional amendment. All it takes is the
conscience of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate of the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JORDAN (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today on account of
personal reasons.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on March 01, 2017, she
presented to the President of the
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United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 609. To designate the Department of
Veterans Affairs health care center in Center
Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania, as
the ‘“Abie Abraham VA Clinic.”

————

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 49 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, March
6, 2017, at 4 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

681. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of the
General Counsel, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Safety Standard for Sling Car-
riers [Docket No.: CPSC-2014-0018] received
February 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

682. A letter from the Bureau of Legislative
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting a
Report to Congress on Gifts Given by the
United States to Foreign Individuals for Fis-
cal Year 2016, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.A. 2694; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

683. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
ACT 21-621, “‘Constitution and Boundaries for
the State of Washington, D.C. Approval Res-
olution of 2016”’, pursuant to Public Law 93-
198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

684. A letter from the Auditor, Office of the
District of Columbia Auditor, transmitting a
report entitled ‘‘Planning, Buying, and Im-
plementing New Information Technology: A
Case Study of the D.C. Business Center”,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 455(d); (87
Stat. 803); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

685. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
specifications — Pacific Island Fisheries;
2016-17 Annual Catch Limit and Account-
ability Measures; Main Hawaiian Islands
Deep 7 Bottomfish [Docket No.: 160811726-
6999-02] (RIN: 0648-XE809) received March 1,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

686. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Exchange of Flatfish
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area [Docket No.: 150916863-6211-02]
(RIN: 0648-XE880) received March 1, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

687. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
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porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Shortraker Rockfish
in the Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf
of Alaska [Docket No.: 150818742-6210-02]
(RIN: 0648-XE894) received March 1, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

688. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Several Groundfish
Species in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Management Area [Docket No.:
150916863-6211-02] (RIN: 0648-XE925) received
March 1, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

689. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Big Skate in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka [Docket No.: 150818742-6210-02] (RIN: 0648-
XE922) received March 1, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
SERRANO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. ELLI-
SON, Ms. LEE, Mrs. DAvis of Cali-
fornia, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. MOORE, Ms.
McCOLLUM, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. POCAN, Ms. NORTON, Mrs.

NAPOLITANO, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr.
CICILLINE, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. BLU-

MENAUER, Mr. RUSH, Mr. TONKO, and
Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 1299. A bill to suspend United States
security assistance with Honduras until such
time as human rights violations by Hon-
duran security forces cease and their per-
petrators are brought to justice; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Financial Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself and Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 1300. A bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to maintain a publicly available list of
all employers that relocate a call center
overseas, to make such companies ineligible
for Federal grants or guaranteed loans, and
to require disclosure of the physical location
of business agents engaging in customer
service communications, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
Armed Services, Oversight and Government
Reform, and Education and the Workforce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN:

H.R. 1301. A bill making appropriations for
the Department of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations,
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